The Bridge London Trust
Satellite Provision

Consultation

About The Bridge Satellite Provision
The Bridge Satellite Provision has received approval from the Department for Education to open as
a Free School. This document is looking to provide you with more information about The Satellite
Provision and to seek your views.
The Satellite Provision will be a new school for pupils aged 4 – 19 with learning difficulties and/or
autism. The intention is to make provision for those pupils who require a different curriculum than can
be provided in mainstream school, however whose needs are not so great that they require a special
school placement. The satellites will have four sites across the borough and all will have close links
with mainstream schools for inclusion opportunities.
A Free School is a state school providing free education, albeit not under the control of a local authority.
It is controlled by a Board of Directors but subject to the same standards of oversight (OFSTED etc) as
other schools.

Why is this provision necessary?
There are a number of children and young people who need a ‘half way house’,
they would benefit from access to a mainstream setting but also require
specialised, tailored input to support their learning. They find it hard to be
in mainstream all the time but their needs do not warrant a special school
placement. The Satellite classes will provide this.

Why a Free School?
This is the only type of new school permitted under current government policy.
There is no other way of meeting the urgent need and, consequently, this
proposal has the full support of Islington Council.

What is different about the Satellite Provision?
The Satellites aims to provide:
•

A specialised curriculum which will address these pupils needs

•

Inclusion opportunities

•

A multi-agency approach

Who will attend The Satellites?
The Satellite Provision will offer places for pupils aged 4-19. They will be children and
young people who are no longer able to fully access their mainstream school but for
whom a special school placement would not be appropriate.

How many pupils will attend?
90 pupils will attend across the four sites.

What will the staffing levels be?
Each class will have about 10 children. The staffing will be one teacher and two support
staff to the 10 children. We are currently in discussions with health services about the
support that they will provide, but there will be a considerable input from speech and
language therapy.

Why is it called the Satellite Provision?
It is called the Satellite Provision as these are satellite classes, satellites to the mainstream
schools and also satellites to The Bridge School.

Where will the Satellite Provision be?
Four sites have been identified. These are:
•

Robert Blair Primary School

•

Vittoria Primary School

•

Two play and youth facilities

What are the financial implications of the Satellite
Provision opening?
The funding for each pupil will come from the EFA (place funding) and from the Local
Authority (top up funding).

What is the relationship with The Bridge School?
The concept for the Satellite Provision came from staff and governors at The Bridge School. The
Bridge is an outstanding special school (3 times judged outstanding by OFSTED). However staff and
governors recognise that this additional provision is needed and are not able to make this provision on
the present site.
The Bridge London Trust is a Multi-Academy Trust (MAT). The Satellite Provision will join this MAT and
be overseen by the MAT Board of Directors. The school will, however, have a Local Governing Body
which will focus on the quality of the Teaching and Learning in the school. The expertise and experience
of The Bridge in providing ‘Outstanding’ education will be shared with the Satellite Provision.

What is a Funding Agreement?
A Funding Agreement is a legally binding agreement entered into by the Secretary of State for Education
and the Directors. A Funding Agreement sets out the basis on which the Satellite Provision would have
access to funding and how it would use that funding; indicates how the Government would calculate
the amounts of money the Satellite Provision would have access to; and establishes where the Satellite
Provision will operate and for how many pupils it will cater.

Should The Bridge London Trust enter into a Funding Agreement
with the Secretary of State for Education?
The Directors of The Bridge London Trust are seeking your views. Specifically we are asking: do you
agree that the Trust should proceed with the opening of the Satellite Provision by entering into a
funding agreement with the Secretary of State for Education§?

The Consultation Process | How to have your say
The consultation process has been designed to gather as wide a range of views
as possible. It is important you have your say and very important that you ask any
questions you may have.
The Directors are seeking the views of:
•

Pupils

•

Parents/carers of all pupils attending mainstream and special schools

•

Local schools

•

Local Authorities

•

The local community

•

Social care providers

•

Health providers

•

Voluntary organisations

•

All members of Islington’s Disability Strategy Board

The Directors are happy to receive correspondence in any form. Emails should be addressed to
denise.longmore@thebridge.islington.sch.uk
Letters should be marked “Private and Confidential - Satellite Proposal” and handed in or sent to The
Bridge School (251 Hungerford Road, London, N7 9LD), so they can be quickly forwarded on to the
Directors. All correspondence will be acknowledged (unless, of course, it is anonymous).
An Open Consultation Meeting will be held at the The Bridge School Primary Site (251 Hungerford
Road, London, N7 9LD) on June 20th at 5.30pm. This will be an opportunity to:
•

Hear why the Directors are looking to establish the Satellite Provision

•

Ask questions and/or raise concerns

•

Share your views on the proposal

•

Hear views on whether the establishment of the Satellite Provision would be advantageous,
disadvantageous or neutral to minority and vulnerable groups.

Additional meetings will be arranged in small and large groups for a wide range of the stakeholders listed
above. This document will be widely distributed to ensure that all those listed above are consulted
and have an opportunity to share their views. Consultation feedback will be analysed throughout the
consultation process and any emerging questions will be answered and posted on the The Bridge
London Trust website:

www.thebridgelondon.co.uk

The consultation period begins immediately and will last until Friday June 30th. Following the close
of the consultation the Directors will make a final decision on whether or not to enter into a Funding
Agreement with the Secretary of State for Education. A report will be released following the meeting,
summarising the outcome of the consultation.

Please Respond
We Do Want To Hear Your Views

