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Workshop Outline

• What are social stories?

• Why do we need them?

• Key areas of difference in autism

• How to write social stories

• When social stories go wrong

• How/When to use social stories

• Using technology to write a social story

• Recap

• Let’s write our social stories….













Writing Social Stories
• Write from the first person perspective in present or future tense. 

• Add illustrations to enhance the meaning of the text.

• Length of story will vary with reading age and attention levels.

• Always use vocabulary that the child or young person is familiar with.

• Always present the information in a non threatening format.

• Always use non committal statements. ‘I will try to, sometimes, usually’ 
and avoid terms like ‘always’.

• Focus on what the child or young person should be doing rather than 
what they shouldn’t (don’t shout  - speak quietly) 









Can you think of a social situation that 
where you’ve needed to explain clearly 

to your child?







Eye Tracking and the tendency to 
miss out on social cues







There is a moon



Can you think of an example of a 
situation where you might need a 
social story to help your child with 

their inflexible thinking?





Descriptive sentence(s):

Describes the behaviour

Perspective sentence(s): 

presents other’s people points 

of view/feelings 

Directive sentence(s): gently 

provides instructions in a positive 

manner on what could be done 

instead 

Affirmative sentence(s):

enhance the meaning of the 

previous sentence











What NOT to do when writing social 
stories…..







Read between the lines….

What do you think this child was 
actually  doing in the 

playground?









Using technology to make social stories

StoryMaker

Camera Roll on 
phone



You can write a social story on anything, 
anywhere…..








